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METHOD OF SIMULATING
SEMICONDUCTOR INTEGRATED CIRCUIT

This application claims the benefit of the Korean Patent
Application No. P2004-117526, filed on Dec. 30, 2004,
which is hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method of simulating a
semiconductor integrated circuit. Although the present inven-
tion is suitable for a wide scope of applications, it is particu-
larly suitable for accurately simulating the resistance of a
device for variations in length, width, and voltage.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Semiconductor integrated circuit designers often use cir-
cuit simulators to test circuit designs. Generally, a simulation
test may be carried out to verify whether a semiconductor
integrated circuit device will operate as designed or not prior
to fabrication of the corresponding device. Many designers
use simulation software derived from Simulation Program
with Integrated Circuit Emphasis (SPICE).

SPICE circuit description files (*.cir files) generally com-
prise a netlist, or list of circuit elements and the nodes com-
bining circuit elements. SPICE circuit description files may
also comprise mathematical formulas describing the behavior
of circuit elements. SPICE simulates a circuit model using
both standard formulas and these custom mathematical for-
mulas that define actions of various devices included in the
circuit design, and provides the corresponding result as veri-
fication information.

In conventional SPICE circuit models, the resistance of a
resistor element may have a linear relationship to voltage
according to the formula:

Riorat=Rg*(L/W)* (14 VC1 V) [Formula 1]

where R, ; is the total resistance of the resistor,

R, is the sheet resistance, or resistance per unit area,

L is the length of the resistor,

W is the width of the resistor,

dV is the potential voltage across the resistor, and

V(1 is a linear voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR) of

the resistor.

In an alternative conventional SPICE model, the resistance
of aresistor element may have a non-linear (secondary func-
tional) relationship to voltage according to the formula:

R =R (LW (14 VOV VO3 *dV); [Formula 2]

where R, ; is the total resistance of the resistor,

R, is the sheet resistance, or resistance per unit area,

L is the length of the resistor (e.g., the length of resistor 100

of FIG. 1),
W is the width of the resistor (e.g., the width of resistor 100
of FIG. 1),

VC2 and VC3 are non-linear voltage coefficients of resis-

tance, and

dV is the potential voltage across the resistor.

Yet, if the model varying according to a voltage is identi-
cally applied regardless of the width and length of the resistor
device like the modeling according to Formula 1 and Formula
2, the corresponding accuracy may be degraded. Specifically,
if the sheet resistance is relatively high or if the resistance is
considerably raised due to an increased length of the resistor,
the voltage applied to the resistor device may have a larger
influence on the resistance than suggested by Formula 1 or

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

Formula 2. Hence, accuracy of the corresponding SPICE
modeling may be considerably lowered.

Referring to FIGS. 2 to 4, plotted symbols indicate mea-
sured real resistance values; lines represent results of simu-
lating resistance using a simulation model.

Referring to FIG. 2, if a sheet resistance per unitarea R, is
measured while a voltage varying between OV~60V is
applied to various resistor devices differing in size, it can be
seen that the measured sheet resistance varies with the voltage
applied. Specifically, the sheet resistance varies with voltage
and with the size of the corresponding resistor device. There-
fore, conventional SPICE models may not accurately reflect
the characteristics of real resistor devices.

FIG. 3 shows a graph of measured resistance and resistance
as modeled according to Formula 1. For instance, if a resis-
tance is calculated using the model of Formula 1 on the
assumption that the resistance of a resistor device linearly
depends on the voltage applied, a maximum value of error, as
shown in the graph of FIG. 3, amounts to 12.77% since the
model is identically applied regardless of the size of the
resistor device. In FIG. 3, the X-axis indicates resistor devices
have lengths between 0~100 pm, and the Y-axis indicates the
total resistance of each resistor device.

FIG. 4 shows a graph of measured resistance and resistance
as modeled according to Formula 2. FIG. 4 shows that For-
mula 2 does not accurately model the resistance of a resistor
device, even if the model of Formula 2 is applied on the
assumption that a resistance of aresistor device depends on of
the applied voltage according to a secondary function. In FI1G.
4, the X-axis indicates the length of a resistor device and the
Y-axis indicates the total resistance. If the width of the resistor
device according to a variation of length is setto 0.5 um, 1 pm,
2 um, 5 um or 10 um, the total resistance according to Formula
2 does not match the measured resistance. In particular, if the
total resistance is calculated according to Formula 2 for a
resistor device having a length of 100 um and a width of 5 um,
the difference between calculated and measured resistance
amounts to 59.9%.

The error of the conventional SPICE models, as shown in
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, becomes more pronounced if the length
and/or width of the resistor device is small.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to a method
of'simulating a semiconductor integrated circuit that substan-
tially obviates one or more problems due to limitations and
disadvantages of the conventional models.

An object of the present invention is to provide a method of
simulating a semiconductor integrated circuit, by which char-
acteristics of a resistor device may be accurately reflected.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
method of simulating a semiconductor integrated circuit,
which can be commonly applied to various resistor devices
differing in length (L) and width (W) and by which accuracy
may be raised.

Additional advantages, objects, and features of the inven-
tion will be set forth in part in the description which follows
and in part will become apparent to those having ordinary
skill in the art upon examination of the following or may be
learned from practice of the invention. The objectives and
other advantages of the invention may be realized and
attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the written
description and claims hereof as well as the appended draw-
ings.

To achieve these objects and other advantages and in accor-
dance with the purpose of the invention, as embodied and
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broadly described herein, a method of simulating a semicon-
ductor integrated circuit according to the present invention
includes the steps of (a) measuring a plurality of resistances of
aplurality resistors having different length (I.) and width (W)
from each other while varying a voltage applied to the resis-
tors respectively, (b) calculating a voltage coefficient of resis-
tance (VCR) of the resistors using the measured resistances,
the VCR expressed as a linear function of voltage, and (c)
calculating the resistance of aresistor device having a specific
length and width using the VCR.

Preferably, the VCR may be calculated according to a
function of the length (L) and width (W) of the resistor.

Preferably, a logarithm function of the calculated VCR
may be expressed as ‘Log [abs(VCR)]=a*Log(L)+b’, where
variables ‘a’ and ‘b’ may comprise functions of the width (W)
of the corresponding resistor.

More preferably, the resistance may be calculated
according to the formula ‘R,,,,~R,*(L/W)*[1+(a*Log(L)+
b)*dV]’, where R, ,,,, R, and dV indicate the resistance of
the resistor device, the sheet resistance of the resistor device
and a potential difference between both ends of the resistor
device, respectively.

Preferably, the VCR may be calculated according to the
formula “VCR=VC4*1 0( VC5*LogW*Logl+VC6*LogL+VCT7*LogW+
vcs)y’, where the VC4 to VC8 are coefficients indicating influ-
ence the voltage has on the resistance of the resistor device.

More preferably, the resistance may be calculated accord-
ing to the formula ‘R, ~R_*L/W)*(1+VC4*
1 O(VCS *LogW*LogL+VC6*Logl+VCT7*LogW+ VCS))’ .

In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention relates
to a computer program or waveform containing a set of
instructions which, when executed by a processing device
configured to execute computer-readable instructions, is con-
figured to calculate a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR)
of the resistor as a function of voltage (dV), length (L) and
width (W).

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description of the
present invention are exemplary and explanatory and are
intended to provide further explanation of the invention as
claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
porated in and constitute a part of this application, illustrate
embodiment(s) of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principle of the invention. In the
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram for a length and width of a
resistor device to explain device variable extraction;

FIG. 2 is a graph of a variation of unit resistance measured
by changing a voltage value applied to various resistor
devices differing in size;

FIG. 3 is a graph of a result of calculating a resistance by
applying a conventional SPICE model according to Formula
1 on the assumption that a variation of voltage applied to a
resistor device has linear influence on the resistance;

FIG. 4 is a graph of a result of calculating a resistance by
applying a conventional SPICE model according to Formula
2 on the assumption that a variation of voltage applied to a
resistor device has non-linear influence on the resistance;

FIG. 5 is a graph representing a voltage coefficient of
resistance (VCR) according to voltage as a logarithm function
for a length of a resistor device in a simulation method
according to the present invention;
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FIG. 6 is a graph representing a slope of a voltage coeffi-
cient of resistance (VCR) varying linearly with the width and
length of a device in a simulation method according to the
present invention;

FIG. 7 is a graph representing an intercept of a voltage
coefficient of resistance (VCR) varying linearly with the
width and length of a device in a simulation method according
to the present invention; and

FIG. 8 is a graph representing the calculated resistance of a
resistor device using a simulation method according to the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings.

Wherever possible, the same reference numbers will be
used throughout the drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

In one embodiment, the present invention relates to a
method of simulating a semiconductor integrated circuit. The
method generally includes the steps of (a) measuring a plu-
rality of resistances of a plurality resistors having different
lengths and widths while varying a voltage applied to the
resistors respectively, (b) calculating a voltage coefficient of
resistance (VCR) of the resistors using the measured resis-
tances, the VCR expressed as a linear function of voltage, and
(c) calculating the resistance of a resistor device having a
specific length and width using the VCR.

In another embodiment, the present invention relates to a
computer program or waveform containing a set of instruc-
tions which, when executed by a processing device config-
ured to execute computer-readable instructions, is configured
to calculate a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR) of the
resistor as a function of voltage (dV), length (L) and width
(W).

It will be recognized that a person skilled in the art may
implement the methods in software, firmware, and/or hard-
ware, or that the software may be programmable to accom-
modate input or calculation of the coefficients. Thus, the
invention may also include algorithms, computer program(s),
and/or software, implementable and/or executable in a gen-
eral purpose computer or workstation, configured to perform
one or more steps of the inventive method (described below).

An Exemplary Method

In one preferred embodiment of the present invention, a
method for simulating a resistor device may be carried out by
the following steps to verify an operation of a semiconductor
integrated circuit device.

In a first step, a resistance may be measured when a voltage
applied to a resistor device differing in length [ and width W
is changed. Each measured resistance may be expressed as a
linear function of voltage, in which a slope of the linear
function becomes a new variable having a resistance varied
according to a voltage. The new variable is called a VCR
(voltage coefficient of resistance). The VCR may be calcu-
lated according to a function of the length and width of a
resistor device.

In a second step, the above-calculated VCR may be
expressed as a logarithmic function of the length of the resis-
tor device, which is shown in the graph of FIG. 5. In FIG. 5,
the Y-axis represents a logarithm value of the VCR to indicate
‘Log [abs(VCR)]’ to ‘Log(L)’ for widths of 0.5 pm, 1 pum, 2
um, 5 pm and 10 um of the resistor device. As can be seen
from the graph of FIG. 5, the graph of the length and VCR for
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each of the resistor device widths varies linearly. Therefore,
the total resistance may be calculated according to the for-
mula:

R, prai=Ra (LW (1+AW, L)*d V) [Formula 3]

In Formula 3, “{W, L)’ may comprise a function of the
length and width of the device, which may be calculated
according to the formula:

F(W,L): Log(abs(VCR))=a*Log(L)+b [Formula 4]

In athird step, a slope (variable a) varying with the width of
the resistor device is shown in FIG. 6. A linear function
having the width as a variable becomes the slope (variable a)
of Formula 4.

FIG. 7 shows an intercept (variable b) of the Y-axis corre-
sponding to each width of the resistor device. A linear func-
tion of the width corresponds to the intercept (variable b) of
Formula 4.

Hence, if we develop the slope ‘a’ found from FIG. 6 and
the intercept ‘b’ found from FIG. 7 to the VCR, a new voltage
coefficient of resistance (VCR) varying with the width and
length of the resistor device, according to Formula 5, can be
obtained. Furthermore, a method of calculating a new resis-
tance of the resistor device can be expressed as Formula 6.

VOR=VC4#] (VCSLogh ™ LogL+VCE*LogLiVCT*Logis
ves) [Formula 5]
R, =R F(LIW)Y* (14VC4*1 0O "Log W Logl+
VC6*LogL+VCT*Log W+VC8)) [Formula 6]

As shown in Formulas 5 and 6, a voltage coefficient of
resistance according to the present invention may comprise a
function of voltage, length, and width of the resistor device.
Hence, the simulation method according to the present inven-
tion can more accurately reflect the electrical characteristics
of resistor devices of various lengths and widths.

Meanwhile, ‘VC4’ in Formula 5 may represent a constant
determining increase or decrease of the resistance according
to the voltage variation. Where VC4 is positive, the resistance
may be increased. Where VC4 is negative, the resistance may
bedecreased. ‘VC5’may represent a coefficient depending on
a multiplication of the width (W) and length (L) of the resis-
tor. “VC6’ may represent a coefficient depending on the
length (L) of the resistor. ‘VC7’ may represent a coefficient
depending on the width (W) of the resistor. Finally, ‘VC8’
may represent an arbitrary constant.

Referring now to FIG. 8, plotted symbols indicate mea-
sured real resistance values; lines represent results of the
simulation model of the resistor device according to the
present invention. In FIG. 8, the X-axis represents the length
of'a resistor device. The Y-axis represents the total resistance.
FIG. 8 demonstrates that simulations of the total resistance of
resistor devices for widths of 0.5 um, 1 um, 2 pm, 5 pm and 10
um have a maximum error of only 2.11%. Hence, compared
to the results of the conventional SPICE models shown in
FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, the results for the present invention dem-
onstrate improved accuracy.

It will be recognized that a person skilled in the art may
derive the values of coefficients VC4, VC5, VC6, VC7, and
V8 from the previously described resistance measurements
of actual resistors.

In a preferred embodiment, resistance modeling according
to the present invention may be applied to polysilicon resis-
tors (e.g., resistors comprising polycrystalline Si).

An Exemplary Computer Program

The invention may further relate to a computer program,
computer-readable medium or waveform containing a set of
instructions which, when executed by an appropriate process-
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ing device (e.g., a signal processing device, such as a micro-
controller, microprocessor or DSP device), is configured to
perform one or more steps of the above-described method
and/or algorithm.

For example, the computer program may be on any kind of
readable medium, and the computer-readable medium may
comprise any medium that can be read by a processing device
configured to read the medium and execute code stored
thereon or therein, such as a floppy disk, CD-ROM, magnetic
tape or hard disk drive. Such code may comprise object code,
source code and/or binary code.

The waveform is generally configured for transmission
through an appropriate medium, such as copper wire, a con-
ventional twisted pair wireline, a conventional network cable,
a conventional optical data transmission cable, or even air or
avacuum (e.g., outer space) for wireless signal transmissions.
The waveform and/or code for implementing the present
method(s) are generally digital, and are generally configured
for processing by a conventional digital data processor (e.g.,
a microprocessor, microcontroller, or logic circuit such as a
programmable gate array, programmable logic circuit/device,
or application-specific [integrated] circuit).

In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention relates
to a computer program or waveform containing a set of
instructions which, when executed by a processing device
configured to execute computer-readable instructions, is con-
figured to calculate a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR)
of the resistor as a function of voltage (dV), length (L) and
width (W).

In a further embodiment, the invention relates to a simula-
tion program with integrated circuit emphasis (SPICE) netlist
comprising instructions for calculating resistance according
to the present invention.

In another embodiment, the computer program may model
the resistance of polysilicon resistors (e.g., resistors compris-
ing polycrystalline Si).

In another embodiment, the computer program may be
further configured to calculate a resistance of the resistor
device based at least in part on the VCR. In a further embodi-
ment, the computer program may be configured to calculate
said VCR according to the equation ‘VCR=VC4*10
(VC5*LogW* LogL+VC6*Logl+VCT7*LogW+ VCS)’, where VC4, VCS,
VC6, VC7, and VC8 comprise coefficients indicating influ-
ence of voltage, length, and width on the resistance of the
resistor device. It will be recognized that these coefficients
may be derived according to the method, above, of measuring
of a plurality of resistances of a plurality resistors having
different lengths and/or widths while varying a voltage
applied to the resistors.

In a further embodiment, the computer program may be
configured to calculate the resistance of the resistor device
according to the equation ‘R, =R *(L/W)*(1+VC4*10
(VC5*LogW* LogL+VC6*Logl+VC7*LogW+ VCS)’, where the coeffi-
cients VC4,VC5,VC6,VC7,and VC8 are as described above.

Accordingly, the present invention provides the following
effects or advantages.

First, the simulation method according to the present
invention can accurately reflect the variation of the resistance
according to the variation of the length or width of the resistor
device.

Secondly, by accurately reflecting the voltage variation
according to the variation of the width or length of the resistor
device in the simulation method, the present invention con-
siderably enhances the efficiency in circuit design.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made in the present
invention without departing from the spirit or scope of the
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inventions. Thus, it is intended that the present invention
covers the modifications and variations of this invention pro-
vided they come within the scope of the appended claims and
their equivalents.
What is claimed is:
1. A method of simulating a semiconductor integrated cir-
cuit, comprising the steps of:
measuring a plurality of resistances of a plurality of resis-
tors having different length (L) and width (W) from each
other while varying a voltage applied to the resistors
respectively;
calculating a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR) of the
resistors using the measured resistances in accordance
with Log(abs(VCR))=a*Log(L)+b, where a and b are
functions of the width (W) of a resistor device; and
calculating a simulated resistance of one or more simulated
resistor devices in an integrated circuit resistance model
using the VCR, wherein each of said simulated resistor
devices has a specific length and width.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the resistance is calcu-
lated in accordance with the following integrated circuit resis-
tance model:

Rioar=Ray " (L/W)*[1+(a*Log(L)+b)*dV]

whereintheR, ;. R ;,, and dV indicate the resistance of the
resistor device, the resistance per unit area of the resistor
device, and a potential difference between both ends of
the resistor device, respectively.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising fabricating
the plurality of resistors having different length (L) and width
(W) according to a semiconductor manufacturing process.

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising validating
said integrated circuit model for said semiconductor manu-
facturing process using said simulated resistance.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the VCR is calculated
according to:

VCR=VC4*1 0( VCO5*LogW*LogL+VC6*Logl+VCT7*LogW+ VCS),
wherein VC4,VC5,VC6,VC7, and VC8 comprise coef-
ficients indicating influence of voltage, length, and
width on the resistance of the resistor device.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein:

V(4 represents a positive or negative correlation of R, .,
to voltage;

V5 represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) and
length (L) of a resistor to the VCR;

VC6 represents a coefficient that relates the length (L) of
the resistor to the VCR;

V7 represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) of
the resistor to the VCR; and

V(8 is a constant.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein said resistor device
comprises a poly-silicon resistor.

8. A method of simulating a semiconductor integrated cir-
cuit, comprising the steps of:

measuring a plurality of resistances of a plurality resistors
having different length (L) and width (W) from each
other while varying a voltage applied to the resistors
respectively;

calculating a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR) of the
resistors using the measured resistances in accordance
Wlth VCR=VC4 s 1 0( VC5*LogW*LogLl+VC6*LogL+
vcT+Logwaves), Wherein VC4, VC5,VC6,VCT7, and VC8
comprise coefficients indicating influence of voltage,
length, and width on a resistance of of a resistor device;
and

calculating a simulated resistance of one or more simulated
resistor devices in an integrated circuit model using the
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VCR, wherein each of said simulated resistor devices
has a specific length and width.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein the resistance is calcu-
lated using the following numerical formula:

Rtotal:Rsh & (L/W) & (1 +VC4*1 0( VC5*LogW*Logl+
VC6*LogL+VCT*LogW+V(8)),

wherein the R, ,,; and R, indicate the resistance of the
resistor device and the resistance per unit area of the
resistor device, respectively.

10. The method of claim 8, wherein said coefficients VC4,
VC5,VC6,VC7, and VC8 comprise coefficients derived from
said measuring step.

11. The method of claim 8, wherein said resistor device
comprises a poly-silicon resistor.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein:

VC4 represents a positive or negative correlation of R, ,;

to voltage;

V5 represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) and

length (L) of a resistor to the VCR;

VC6 represents a coefficient that relates the length (L) of

the resistor to the VCR;

VCT represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) of

the resistor to the VCR; and

V(8 is a constant.

13. The method of claim 8, further comprising deriving
said coefficients from said measured resistances.

14. A computer readable storage medium comprising com-
puter-executable instructions which when executed in a com-
puter calculate resistances of one or more resistor devices, the
instructions comprising instructions for:

receiving measurement data of a plurality of resistances of

a plurality of resistors having different lengths and/or
widths, the measurements made while varying a voltage
applied to the resistors respectively;

calculating a voltage coefficient of resistance (VCR) of the

resistors as a function of length (L) and width (W) in
accordance  with ~ VCR=VC4*10V 5" Logh ™ Logl+
VC6*Logl+VCT*LogWaVCs), Wherein VC4, VC5, VC6,
VC7, and VC8 comprise coefficients indicating influ-
ence of voltage, length, and width on a resistance of a
resistor device; and

calculating a simulated resistance of one or more simulated

resistor devices in an integrated circuit model using the
VCR, wherein each of said simulated resistor devices
has a specific length and width.

15. The medium of claim 14, further comprising a Simu-
lation Program with Integrated Circuit Emphasis (SPICE)
netlist including said instructions.

16. The medium of claim 14, wherein said resistor device
comprises a poly-silicon resistor.

17. The medium of claim 14, further configured to calcu-
late said resistance according to the equation:

Ry =R F(LIW)Y* (14VC4*1 0V CO "Logh Logl+
VC6*LogL+VCT*LogW+V(8)),

wherein the R, ,,; and R, indicate the resistance of the
resistor device and the resistance per unit area of the
resistor device, respectively.

18. The medium of claim 17, wherein said coeffecients
comprise coefficients derived from the measurement of a
plurality of resistances of a plurality of resistors having dif-
ferent lengths and/or widths while varying a voltage applied
to the resistors.
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19. The medium of claim 14, wherein: VCT represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) of
V(4 represents a positive or negative correlation of R, ; the resistor to the VCR; and
to voltage; V(8 is a constant.
V5 represents a coefficient that relates the width (W) and
length (L) of a resistor to the VCR; 5

VC6 represents a coefficient that relates the length (L) of
the resistor to the VCR; k% & %



